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 the “Indian” level. 

The new stratagem of inter-religious dialogue is also on that ground suspect among the followers 

of the major religions of the world. Those among them who participate in dialogue have been 

able both to learn from Christians and also to correct them on some of their pet prejudices and 

stereotypes. But the dialogue movement has more meaning as a symbol than as a recognition of 

the principle of the equality of all religions in status and prestige, and as a necessary step towards 

the unity of humanity which is so desperately needed today.  

A wider view of culture 

The question of culture is the question of how human beings give expression to certain qualities 

in their relationship to each other and to the rest of the created order. These values are not 

artificially added to the process of organized human productivity; they underlie both dimensions: 

human beings dealing with each other in their social relations, and human beings in interacting 

with the rest of the created order and create symbols, values, rituals and forms in that process of 

interaction. But there is a third level which interpenetrates the social and the scientific-

technological-- the dimension of meanings, value connotations, truth perceptions and expressions 

which point to a transcendent dimension.  

The Church must learn to look at all three levels of culture: 

1. The four layered productive level of Agriculture, Industry, Services, and Information; 

2. The social level of political economy or power relations among human beings; 

3. The level of value/meaning, connotation, and indication. 

Quite often culture is seen as limited to the third area alone.  

Our concern as a Christian church should be about Culture at all three levels and the values 

embodied in science/technology/production, political economy/human relations and cultural 



creativity/criticism at the meaning/value level. Christians cannot manipulate or dominate culture. 

They can do two things: 

1. manifest the weaknesses and strengths of current practice of culture at all three levels; 

and 

2. create new patterns at all three levels which embody values and meanings which they 

regard as higher on a genuinely but modestly Christian Scale of assessment. 

Conclusion 

The issue if tackled as that between gospel and culture at the level of evangelisation, it will lead 

inevitably into the manipulative deceptive structures endemic to western Christendom in its 

inbuilt drive for expansion and domination. On the other hand, if Culture is seen as the 

meaning/value dimension at all three levels, Christians may be able to make a genuine 

contribution, which need not be labeled as Christian, to the sum-total of human existence. 

 


