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Introduction

THE CHRISTIAN FAITH has two aspects:

The first aspect is the general, theological and doctrinal faith of the church creed that is expressed by
St Paul the apostle:

‘Till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect
man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ” (Eph 4:13).



These are the implicit revelations of Christ concerning Himself, His abilities and His power and His
relationship with the Father. It is the totality of what is written in the four Gospels about God the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit; the most Holy Trinity, equal and One. This is in addition to the
sum of Church theology derived from the acknowledged world conferences, handed down through
traditions set in place by the official church fathers and acknowledged and abided in by the church.

The second aspect is the personal faith expressed by the believer in his special relationship with the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, showing the extent of his reliance on God and Christ, and the
action of the Spirit in his thoughts, behaviour and words, as well as in his witnessing to others about
Christ through his work, his attitudes and his words.

It has been agreed that the faith of the believer is measured by the following:

Firstly: Spiritual mistakes and obvious hindrances, backsliding into sin and offences whether
outspoken or secretive.

Secondly : The extent of the relationship between the believer and the church.

Thirdly: The measure of faith affecting the reactions of the human nature in the believer.

Fourthly: The reactions of the Christian believer to hatred, anger, fear and the terror of sickness,
darkness, death and condemnation.

Fifthly: His assurance of salvation, showing itself in his cherishing God’s care and relying on God’s
guidance, his joy regarding the reward prepared for him and his eagerness to be with Christ here and
in heaven.

Sixthly: The love that overflows from his heart to all whom he sees and comes to know. His ability to
disregard obstacles, persecution and resistance. His love, modesty, tolerance, patience, belief in
others and childlike simplicity.

Seventhly: His attitude towards ordeals, offences, persecution, scorn, insults, false accusations and
various sufferings. Also the tolerance of any sickness, deformity or disability with which he is
blighted, and not returning evil for evil or threatening and swearing.

Eighthly: The goal and the way. You choose the goal, and Christ defines the way that leads to the goal
you seek.

An article of this length does not permit too many details or delving too deep in study. Its purpose is
to give a glimpse of the personal aspect of faith, its rights and its duties.

ooo

Firstly: The spiritual mistakes and hindrances, backsliding into sin and offences whether
outspoken or secretive:

The first point concerning faith is that it needs to be effective in this area. The first demand made on it



is to overcome obstacles and sin, be it lying, stealing, forging, crookedness, deception, cheating,
talking evasively to cover up the truth, and self-praising. All these are the work of Satan who is
actively seeking to control the soul and enslave it to his ways. In this way he rides it like a mule,
directing it in darkness, away from the light so that the light of Christ does not shine on it. Eventually,
Satan will gain full control of it and pull it behind him and throw it into hell where he and all his
soldiers, helpers and those who desire him are.

So now, Christian, beware of being driven by these snares and sins. Be steadfast as a lion, and refuse
to become a mule ridden by the devil, for Christ was called “The lion of the tribe of Judah” (Rev
5:5). The followers of Christ have to be strong lions that powerfully overcome all the works of Satan.
Otherwise, for what purpose is the cross on which Christ was crucified and by which He conquered
Satan and all his work? So be assured from now on that Satan is defeated and placed under your feet
by the cross of Christ.

“And the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with you.

Amen” (Rom 16:20).

But how does the grace of Christ intervene in your life, to crush the devil under your feet shortly?

It is by your faith in Christ, the faith that makes your heart cling to Him by pleading, crying out, by
fasting, by silence or by calling on the name of Jesus Christ day and night until the tempter runs away
from you. He has always wanted to ruin your life. Know well that words of lying, stealing, cheating,
deceiving, or crookedness are fit for neither the mature nor for youths. For them these sins are a
scandal, since they are signs of childishness and spiritual immaturity. In the absence of teachers or
those to discipline and nurture them, children are overcome and deceived by Satan. But what excuse
do you have, if you are a youth or man? Know for sure that these things prevent you from attaining
adulthood and they contradict the name “Christian”! The Christian person keeps the devil under his
feet. Do you want to be a disciple of the devil, or his admirer or helper, preaching his words to
others? You are the son of Christ, who was crucified to set you totally free from the power of the
devil, the father of lies, the destroyer of people from the beginning. Know for sure that whole-hearted
faith and belief in Christ and His cross are sufficient to crush the devil under your feet, he and all his
actions, thoughts, temptations, passions and fatal lusts.

You must understand and be assured that the one who sins against the commandments of Christ is the
old man, and he has been crucified with Christ on the cross. Through Christ’s resurrection you are a
new man, a new spiritual creation that belongs to Christ and belongs to His body. God has granted it
to you to enjoy that new life here and in heaven, and to guard it as you would your very eyes from the
devil and all his work. This will enable you finally to sit with Christ at the right hand of God. What
will you do if you are careless about this new creation, allowing yourself again to be brought under
the control of sin and corrupted and enslaved to the devil? All this after Christ has freed you from the
devil and his works. He has granted you His holiness, His purity and righteousness, and His eternal
life. You are called today to resist the old man in you, crush him down, scorn him and disregard him,
or as Paul the apostle says:



“But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection” (1 Cor 9:27).

Link your thoughts and the members of your body to the cross of Christ, and do not be complacent
about sin. Christ said “if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out, or if your hand does, cut it off and
throw it away”. This means that you resist even to the shedding of your blood, it is still better than
being led into the fire of hell. It is for this reason that Jesus advises you to be cautious and well-
disciplined, controlling yourself and your body, because without sanctity you will not be able to see
God.

“Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord” (Heb
12:14).

He who wishes to walk in the light of Christ, must abhor darkness and its deeds. Know and
understand that Christ has given you grace, and a share in His resurrection, His life and His
parenthood; therefore you are a son of light!

I suggest you wear a cross on your heart to remind you that you have devoted yourself to serving truth,
honesty, what is right, and the good faith!

If you backslide in your words or thoughts by lying, or anger, or swearing, then write down your sin
and confess it to the priest so that he can give you the absolution of Christ, His forgiveness and His
blessings. He will then sanctify you in truth!

Secondly: The nature of the relationship between the believer and the church:

Before I speak about the personal aspect of faith, it is essential the believer studies and is aware of
the wording and terminology of the general faith of the Church. He has to comprehend it and absorb it
with an open mind and heart. These are the basics of godliness that he abides by and which enlighten
all mankind, like the sun of righteousness rising upon someone who was in the darkness of night to
give him the light of heaven. He will then appreciate God the Father, Father of all creation in heaven
and on earth, in the seas and all that is therein, and that from Him all fatherhood comes, and that He is
called Father by all that is in heaven and on earth, and that His Son Jesus Christ is the eternal Word.
That through Him and in Him we are all children in heaven and earth; and that through Him the Father
has created everything, and without Him nothing that exists would have been created. That in Him and
through Him there is life and this life was by nature the light of man, be it the spiritual life, called
eternity, that is the ongoing life where the stature of godliness and all that is linked to it resides, or the
earthly life and all that constitutes it. He will also understand the Holy Spirit, the third person in the
eternal God and that together this Trinity is the one and only God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, each
part working in God and through God in unity of thought, will, words and work to create the world
and mankind.

He will also understand that God completes the creation, and transforms it from the material dust of
this age, in which it was created in time, into the new creation in eternal spirituality. In this way
creation came into being and will become, and remain forever, spiritual in heaven.

According to the eternal will of the Father, the Son came to know that He was the One to bring the



great transformation to all creation, from the dust of the earth to the eternity of heaven on behalf of the
Father. Hence the incarnation of the Son in the form of a man to gather to Himself, by the power of
His godliness, all the sons of man and along with them all the creation made of dust:

“For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created
through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. And He is
the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all
things He may have the preeminence. For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness
should dwell, and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or
things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross” (Col 1:16-20).

According to the words of the Lord Jesus the redemption of the whole created world was through the
cross, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in
Him should not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).

The blood of Christ shed on the cross has washed away man’s filthiness and all his weaknesses that
prevent him from being transformed to the spirit. Moreover, the blood of Christ has washed the dust
of the earth and all that was created from it, in the washing away of death. Whatever is material is
dead; be it in man or in the world. The godly eternal life in the blood of Christ has washed away the
death of man and the world. It has raised man from all his weaknesses and failings into a new
spiritual life; a new spiritual heaven, a new spiritual land, and a new spiritual man, a new spiritual
world fit for life with God and His holy angels.

This part is explained in the Bible in detail and is defined by the world councils, and is interpreted by
the saints, the first fathers. The Church has stored all this in the traditions it has carried down from
generation to generation, to pass on to its children so that they may also become the sons of the
heavenly kingdom. I shall leave this now to move on to the individual personal faith which we live
by.

Right now it is essential that you know what the spiritual nature of the church is. It is the house of
God:

“... for My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations” (Isaiah 56:7).

It is the kingdom of God on earth. It is the mysterious body of Christ; it is the bride of Christ and His
own flesh and bones. It is Christ and all the saints, it is you and I. The Church combines all these in
God’s house. Its real home is in heaven, it is only a stranger here on earth. But it will be raised and
someday it will be up there. So, if you are one of its sons, a lover of its dust and stones, a lover of the
groom, then you are a son of the heavenly Jerusalem, Christ’s bride that will be adorned on the day
Christ appears in it.

The birth of the Church was on the day the Virgin delivered her Child and laid him in a manger in a
cave at Bethlehem. With the passing of time it has become a mountain filling up the whole earth and
reaching to the heavens.



“And the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth” (Dan
2:35).

In Ephesians 1:23 St Paul the apostle says,

“... the fullness of Him Who fills all in all.”

...because its head is Christ and its body is the body of Christ. The angels and the archangels wish to
look into its secrets, but it has been kept for you.

The mystery of communion, or the Eucharist, and the mystery of baptism, which you underwent as a
baby, are your personal secrets and in them is the fullness of Christ. The angels are those who serve
but you are the one who eats! You eat the body of Christ and drink His blood from the cup of
salvation. You become Firm in Christ and Christ is formed in you, and you in Him, and the angels
stand serving those who share in the mystery of salvation!

As for baptism, it is the robe of the righteousness that is by faith. The Eucharist is the shield of truth
for salvation. The liturgy in Church is a holy heavenly ceremony administered by the angels, because
Christ is there standing at the altar distributing His body and blood with His own hands. You go
around the altar like a bride in marriage to Christ, being dyed with the blood as an eternal
downpayment of your redemption. By this you obtain participation in eternal life with the Father and
with His Son Jesus Christ. But this celebration is only a foretaste of the pleasure of the heavenly
kingdom and its feasts.

In the Church you hear the word of God in the sermons. The word is God’s message as long as it is
received by the heart. It is by faith that you believe that the message is the word of God.

“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God” (Rom 10:17).

With continual preaching you are built on the most holy faith. The word nourishes you and feeds you
with the food of truth, and you will live for Christ. The Word, according to the Gospel and the
promise of God, is eaten and nourishes the spiritual mind. By the Word and by faith in the truth, a man
becomes spiritually open and aware. This spiritual awareness is the secret of understanding the
words of God and the Bible:

“And He opened their understanding, that they might comprehend the Scriptures” (Luke
24:45).

The words of the Gospel are the milk of heaven, spoken of by St Peter in 1 Peter 2:2:

“The pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby.”

These are the wonderful words of the Bible:

“Rejoice with Jerusalem (the Church) and be glad with her, all you who love her, all you who
mourn for her (about the condition of the Church today) that you may feed and be satisfied with
the consolation of her bosom, that you may drink deeply and be delighted with the abundance



(the shield) of her glory” (Is 66:10, 11).

Listen, you who have become a son of God, “according to the pleasure of the Father,” by grace you
have been redeemed, and you are a son of salvation. If you have not yet engraved your name on the
rocks of the church’s foundation and on its seven pillars, so as to be a living rock among the rocks of
the church, then you are an outsider to heaven, and you are considered outside the boundary. You are
therefore invited today to engrave your name on the rocks of its foundation. Do not be saddened by
her bad reputation, and do not be misled by its ill-treatment, for it is “black and beautiful” (Song of
Songs 1:5). The enemy came at night-time and planted weeds, but what do we have to do with the
weeds? The mustard seed fell into it and died. But now it is all soft corn stalks and glorified ground
flour, and its bread is all “bread of the Presence” (Ex 25:30), offered to God, not eaten except by the
sanctified ones. So, grasp your portion of it, and leave the weeds aside till harvest time. Be satisfied
with its wheat and its flour, and drink your fill from the water of life that is in it. Your calling is that
out of your heart should flow rivers of living water, quenching those who are thirsty (cf John 7:37).
Has not Christ said that the kingdom of heaven is grasped and those who grasp it do so by force? And
from whom do they grasp it? Isn’t it from the enemies who try to prevent others from entering in? Get
up and take your share, make your feet firm, and reserve your place.

The Church will not run after you, you run after it and lay hold of your stake in it, otherwise you will
lose it.

You must strive to employ all means, be humble of heart and in total submission to hear with your
ears from the mouth of the priest: “your sins are forgiven.” What the priest says is reiterated in
heaven. This is what Jesus meant by being given absolution and by being bound by the apostles, the
bishops and the priests. All that they allow and forgive on earth becomes allowed and forgiven in
heaven. This is so that the sinner may hear with his ears that the absolution and forgiveness of his sins
have been recorded in heaven and spoken from the mouth of God.

The conditions for hearing the Confession

The priest has to be aware that to hear a confession according to the correct Orthodox faith, it must be
according to the Bible, the fathers and the traditions. The priest must listen only to the sins. He is to
give the absolution and forgiveness at once. He is not, under any circumstances, to interfere in the life
of the confessor, be it a man or a woman. He is not to ask how?, when? or why? If he does this he
goes beyond his role as a priest and becomes a psychologist, interfering with the basics of the human
psyche (which is hard enough to deal with even for psychologists themselves). The priest listens to
the offences only, as if by hearing them he is reporting them to Christ in heaven. In saying, “God gives
you absolution” and “your sins are forgiven,” these words reach Christ’s hearing, and the absolution
and forgiveness are accomplished. Anything more than that is immoral for the priest, like someone
eager to listen to the sins of people and what resulted from them. Because in the past some priests
were not so meticulous in taking confessions, and revealed the secrets, for several centuries the
Coptic Church stopped the sacrament of confession. At the beginning of the thirteenth century it was
resumed, after being stopped for seven centuries or more. The book “The Lantern of Darkness for
Service Clarification”, written by the priest Ibn-Kabar of the El-Moalakah Church in the twelfth
century, records the sacraments of the church at that time. The sacrament of confession was not
mentioned among the church sacraments, which indicated it was resumed sometime after that.



The priest does not comment on the sins after hearing them and forgiving them, he only says the words
of Christ: “Do not sin again”. This is not the right time to preach and guide. The confession of sin is
an awesome thing, because it transfers you from condemnation to life.

The enemy of the Church

I have a word to say to owners of televisions: they have officially allowed the enemy to enter their
house. It is an enemy that destroys all that the church builds up with its preaching, teaching and
forgiveness, a shovel that undermines all that the Holy Book builds up. On judgement day the
television will stand up to testify against the fathers and mothers that possessed it. They weren’t
honest to their promise, and they worshipped idols, disregarding the holiness of the sanctified places,
scorning the holy blood. They have defiled their eyes and ears, so that they can no longer see the light
or hear the voice of God. They have enrolled their children in the school of adultery, where no one
can reach them, neither an angel nor a saint.

A story concerning this topic

One family in France read a spiritual article that was quite impressive. The French woman said to her
husband, “Do you agree with me that we should get rid of the TV?” He replied “I agree”. In the
evening, the husband took the TV, left home, and put it on the pavement and went up quickly back to
his apartment. He stood with his wife looking out of the window, watching to see what would happen
to the valuable TV. Many people passed by and were astonished to see it. Finally one man hesitated
and stood for some time looking at it. After a while he picked it up and went away quickly. So the
husband and wife got up and prayed, and they celebrated the renewal of their lives. They wrote to us
to share their joy with us.

Thirdly: The measure of faith which affects the reactions of the human nature in the believer:

To what extent does the believer’s mind judge moral matters using the standards of biblical truth?
How much does the conscience prick when he goes astray in the classes and social functions that he
attends, and how well can he control himself and retain his purity?

The reaction of his soul in these situations is influenced by the quality of parenting that was given him
by his father and mother and elder brothers, starting when he was very young and continuing through
the time of nursing and the first stages of talking and walking. If there is a lack of good family
nurturing in Biblical standards then the hereditary human elements will control him in a spontaneous
animal-like fashion, according to human nature. Children will copy one another, and follow any bad
example that happens to attract their attention. Consequently, his Sunday school teachers will have
great difficulty in disciplining him. According to the code of manners “nature overcomes acquired
habits”. The lessons and examples and hymns begin to meet resistance from the inherited manners and
the loose family behavior. But at this point, teaching a child prayer and obedience, and reverence for
Bible heroes can uproot the thorn bushes of nature and genealogy. Hence the building up of the soul
begins with reverence for the Bible and the blessed examples using various encouragements and
constant hymn singing until these good pictures settle in the soul, thoughts and heart.

But if this is unsuccessful, and the family and Sunday Schools do not succeed in the basics of building



this foundation for good moral behavior (by planting good behavioral concepts, disciplining the soul
to accept high standards, creating reverence for the Bible, God, Christ and the saints) and fail to find
his morals from a true Biblical source and to build up the soul with the true basics of faith, then as a
consequence you will end up with a youth who has become

estranged from God, Christ, the Bible, truth, righteousness and faith. He will be driven by his natural
reactions, following the wind wherever it blows, attracted to evil more than good, and with no self-
control whatsoever.

If you take a closer look at that youth, you will find that he lacks sound judgment and is pre-occupied
with simple sayings he hears from relatives, neighbors, and passers-by. He despises decency and
good behavior because they are above his comprehension. He even becomes puffed-up in relation to
others because he’s unable to understand them or go along with them. In a case like his, Biblical truth
disappears altogether from his horizon. The Christian faith becomes an enemy to him. He hates it
because it is so contrary to his nature, manners, tendencies, and passions, which are under the devil’s
authority. In the absence of faith, righteousness, the Bible and good examples, his soul gets filled up
with the hindrances of morals, behavior and expressions. He doesn’t realize that he has become an
alien to Christ, to Christianity and the Church, so he deserts all of this. The worst catastrophe takes
place if this youth is convinced— and many are convinced—to enter the Church for rehabilitation, but
... what a disaster!

Alternatively, take the example of the child who has been raised on the milk of his mothers
tenderness, her love, her affection, her discipline and scolding for errors he makes... who has also
been disciplined by his father in matters of behavior, education, awareness, cautiousness,
experiencing strict discipline mingled with sincere love, and true fatherly care. Then he is handed
over to the Sunday school where he sees the good examples of teachers where he can see their kind
looks and tender voices, honest love and caring friendliness and the first impact on this boy or girl’s
heart is that of the teacher who is so sweet, loving, decent and God-fearing. He is attracted to their
sensible voices, modest and soft action and eyes that look constantly up to heaven. This child links all
this beauty and sweetness of attitude and love to the source coming from above. From the foundation
of hymn-singing the building up of morals and behavior begins. From the stories he is told he begins
to receive the good example. From the actual school and teacher the good example taught about is
linked to the good role model observed. This settles in the child’s conscience that the goodness they
heard in the story actually exists before him. He picks it up and inevitably copies them excellently, as
children do, by the grace of God.

The vocabulary of faith follows easily and strongly in accordance with the words of the father,
mother, brother and schoolteachers. The answers to his prayers enter his mind, together with what the
teacher offers as answers to his questions so that the child’s behavior is built upon good basic faith.

At this point I recall the story of a Sunday school teacher who wished to teach his students how faith
is answered whatever the request may be. He stood before the children and got out of his pocket a
beautiful watch like the ones used in the old days. He held one end of it and asked the children “Who
wishes to take this watch, my boys?” The children looked at each other and thought he was joking.
But one child stood up and said: “I wish to take it, sir”. The teacher said, “Come and take it!” He
came up to the teacher and he was given the pocket watch. The boy sat and inspected the watch



eagerly. Then the other children began to object. One of them said, “Is this for real sir?” He
answered, “Yes”. Another child asked, “Why did you give it to him, sir?” He answered, “Because he
asked for it in faith.” Another child asked, “Are you giving it to him for good?” He answered “Yes, it
is now his because he asked for it, to possess it!” He didn’t ask the child to return it, and the story
ended there!

From this we understand that stories told to children have to be based on the building up of the soul.
The faith factor has to be clear and overpowering. The teacher has to be very honest, accurate, full of
integrity, decent and pure in his dealings with the kids. This is of greater importance than the actual
lesson he is teaching, since he is endorsing the lesson with truth, honesty and integrity.

The youth, graduated from Sunday school, who has been trained at home by pious parents, and at
school by a church servant who is a true Biblical and faithful Christian, will be easy to hand over to
Christ. He will then enter the high school of saints to learn spiritual prayer. This will complete the
building up of the youth in the most holy faith he has been founded on. He then enters into the
promises of God and he tastes and lives in grace. With those like him, the Church of Christ will be
built. He himself will be a good example of the person in the Bible who dug deep foundations and
built his house on the rock, well prepared for the worst ordeals, so as to overcome them all
victoriously.

But on the other hand, there is the young graduate who has been raised up by an indecent and loose
father and mother, who do not read the Bible, and do not know the way to church. If the priest visits
them during the fasts they sneak into his pocket some money. He leaves the house content with what he
took, and he does not ask about the condition of that home and the future of the kids. The kids are
raised like strangers to the priest and the church, in a tainted atmosphere that scorns religion and
religious people. They become loose youths, free, who cannot tolerate talking about God or faith. It
has become to them like superstition, particularly if communist or atheist thinking has influenced
them. These implant in them disbelief in God, truth and honesty, and they eventually become
advocates of the same philosophies. Moreover, it would be the worst of all disasters if one like this
gets convinced by one of the servants that he must attend the church. The servant also pressures him to
attend Sunday school and gives him one of the classes to teach. He is thereby obliged to convey what
he reads in the Sunday school lessons, but on the inside he is devoid of any knowledge. Faith in God,
and Christ, in truth and in life are subjects that cannot be talked about if the heart is devoid of them
and his conscience lacks them altogether. That youth covers up the spiritual blockages in his faith
with the fluency of speech and manages to convince others even though he himself is not convinced.

By these examples we have seen and heard how a generation may slide from spiritual zeal and
simplicity of heart in the most holy faith to become a generation that excels in the art of words and
discussions and arguments, using the words of the fathers to enhance their points of view so as to
avoid any suspicion.

In this way we will bid farewell to the spiritual age and true spirituality, and begin a system of
sweetly-coated words, and articles that are embedded with verses and quotations of the fathers. All
these sayings and articles profit no one in the end. They are teachers who have absence of the Holy
Spirit writing articles that are not worth the paper they are written on. So, where is the building on the
most holy faith, on prayer by the Holy Spirit? Also where is the pricking of the conscience and heart



towards repentance, and the realising of the natural disabilities? Where is that clinging to Christ and
eternal life to which we are called according to the Bible?

The youth today are graduates of the television, with all its ugliness, loose morality and songs. They
disregard all they learned from the succession of Sunday schools classes, and they graduate from
Sunday school with a knowledge that lacks repentance, truth, faith, purity of conscience - and then get
involved in a society where anyone without a firm faith gets swallowed up. So they disappear in that
society and get tainted by its ways, language, models and principles.

St Paul the apostle was right when he said in Rom 10:16: “But they have not all obeyed the Gospel.”
Or in 2nd Thessalonians 3:2: “for not all have faith.”

°Is it possible to make a selection of those who enter Sunday Schools?

°Is it possible to make a selection of the teachers of Sunday school? Taking their confessions in
details, postponing their service until they are spiritually mature?

°Is it possible to revise the Sunday school curriculum so that it would be based on the practice of the
Spirit, truth, integrity, honesty, life and love rather than on knowledge?

°Is it possible to make a commitment in the marriage covenant not to possess a television so that the
marriage would be a truly Christian one?

°Is it possible to make it one of the holy duties of the priest to counsel a newly wed couple at the start
of their married life until the gospel becomes firmly established in their marriage and prayers are
done at the right time; on getting up, before dinner and at sleep time? Also to possess the ‘Agpeya’,
completing all its prayers and ceasing from other activities until all these rules are followed?1 °Is it
possible to write spiritual books for children of the very youngest ages, teaching them the principles
of faith, prayer and love?

°Are there any books written for fathers to help them teach children how to tell the truth, follow
honesty and integrity, and recommending children be severely punished, and deprived of food if they
tell lies, become dishonest or insult and swear?

As for the mothers and fathers who teach their children swearing, lying, insulting... these will be
condemned bitterly and punished severely because the first commandment says he who insults father
or mother he will be put to death without mercy by stoning. So what kind of punishment will there be
for the father or mother who teach their children to swear and insult? They will be the first to be
stoned, and even more than stoning, they will have no mercy from God. If they cry out and weep,
Christ will not hear them, He will turn away from them and they will be disciplined bitterly. “But
whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to stumble, it would be better for him if a
millstone were hung around his neck, and he were thrown into the sea” (Mk 9:42). This applies to
those who cause a child to stumble, or who possess a television, which is actually a private teacher,
teaching what is wrong and obscene. This is the parents’ mistake, and they’re the ones to be blamed!
Moreover, the church is to be blamed as well!



Fourthly: The reactions of the Christian believer to hatred, anger, fear and the terror of
sickness, darkness, death and condemnation:

Here we are not referring to the ability, or lack of it, to carry on socially in his relationships with
most other people. What we are referring to is the lack of grace and the work of the Holy Spirit,
acquired in baptism, in the soul of the Christian. In baptism the Christian is clothed with the robes of
grace and righteousness about which St. Paul the apostle says:

“For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ” (Gal 3:27).

And just before that he speaks of faith:

“For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus”

(Gal 3:26).

What does this mean? It means that faith in Christ endows spiritual strength to the children of God
through baptism. It is like a robe of righteousness bestowed on the believer, a protective shield
against life’s instability, fears and weaknesses. Therefore it is not a matter of what we inherit from
our father and mother, or the teachings of behavior and discipline, but it is rather the obtaining of a
spiritual strength from God which surpasses all other qualities, behavior and earthly heritage. It
surpasses all of these because it is a spiritual quality and behavior.

We do not feel we are unlucky because we were baptized when we were just kids because baptism is
granted fully and perfectly to children just as it is for adults. What is required at this point is an
understanding that baptism is one of the mysteries of the Church sacraments that we have obtained.
That it has dwelt in us and in our souls, even though it has not yet dwelt in our knowledge or faith. It
is essential that we explain again and again to the child, the youth, the man or woman, about the gifts
the Christian person obtains through baptism. This is to make him confident of it so that he holds on to
it, relies on it and lives according to the truth that does not fade away. To assure you of the truth of
what I’m saying, dear reader, I’ll relate to you a real story that we heard recently:

There was a woman who had accepted Christ and had been promoted in her faith until she reached an
amazing level, receiving a great measure of power and grace. She was being tempted by fears and the
enemy appeared to her in terrifying images so she stood up and complained to Christ openly. Christ
appeared before her and He called her by name and said: “So and so, you must be baptized in water
immediately”. Up till that time she hadn’t been baptized.

The first lesson the priest teaches to the one who is going to be baptized is how to resist the devil and
all his deeds, words, imaginations and fears. After that he breathes into him the Holy Spirit. By doing
this the baptized one obtains victorious power and triumph over Satan and all his deeds, thoughts,
imaginations and fears. If he were to be seen by the baptized one, Satan would be scorned and
overcome by the power of the Holy Spirit. This is because what the priest did in baptism is great and
awesome indeed. Since the priest was carrying the Holy Spirit, he transfers his power and authority
to the baptized person. This is the power of the Holy Spirit, His authority, His purity, His decency,
His grace and gifts that remain continuously as long as the Spirit is in control of the body and the



person is bound to Christ, His word and His Gospel. He is granted a clear mind to understand the
depth of God’s word, and to stay firm in it. He is also granted holy zeal for the Spirit, truth and
correctness. All these are taken by the Holy Spirit from Christ, and announced to the baptized person
who accepts him. In a case such as this the words of Christ are fulfilled as in John 6:56: “... abides in
Me and I in him.”2

According to this activation and reaction the baptized person is clothed the very day he is clothed
with Christ in baptism. To be clothed with Christ means to wear His power, His qualities and His
deeds. This is through the faith activated in baptism. He is endowed with the love of Christ, His
peace, His patience, His tenderness, His power, His victory over death and His authority in the day
of judgment—these all come to dwell in the heart of the baptized one.

“Most assuredly I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him Who sent Me has
everlasting life, and shall not come into judgement, but has passed from death into life”

(John 5:24).

Hence, the Christian who holds fast to his faith in Christ, who is sure of his gospel and clings to the
promises, is the one who has overcome the world despite all its instability, fears and threats.

“For whatever is bom of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome
the world—our faith” (1 John 5:4).

Christianity is a gift of faith and power for submission to the Spirit through the baptism performed by
the priest. The Church may be too lenient or careless or even scornful, but Christ Himself grants us
even what the Church has become lenient in, careless about and
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He who reads the deeds of the martyrs of Carthage, how they faced death before beasts that
tore their bodies apart, and how they even tried to select the worst beasts that would devour
them will be truly amazed because they were only catechumens... they have just received faith!

scornful of because we are members of His body. “Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who
believes that Jesus is the Son of God?” (1 John 5:5). Then St John reveals the cause in 1 John 3:8:
'"For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil.”

St John then speaks of baptism as ‘anointing’: “But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you
know all things” (1 John 2:20). It is well-known that in baptism, in addition to the priest informing the
baptized person of the knowledge of the faith and salvation and all the commandments of the Bible, he
also anoints him by drawing the sign of the cross with the “Myron,” which is sanctified ointment, and
thereby with the Holy Spirit that is in it. The baptized one receives the Holy Spirit by his interactions.
As a result of this his vision is opened and knowledge is imparted to him and this he is able to recall
easily whenever he needs it. This is very obvious in those children of God who are preachers of the
word. This is one of the gifts of the Holy Spirit granted in baptism, because the Spirit given to us
announces and proclaims all that is in Christ according to the promise.



In this way, the Christian person is weighed on the scale of faith, faith that has been granted to him
along with gifts through baptism. He manifests those gifts by his deeds, his behavior, his witnessing
and his study of the word of God. “And that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures,
which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction
in righteousness. That the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2
Tim 3:15-17).

Fifthly: The extent of his assurance of salvation, shown by his cherishing God’s care and relying
on God’s guidance, his joy regarding the reward prepared for him and his eagerness to be with
Christ here and in heaven:

This precious talent is the fruit of faith when it is ripe and glittering. It fills up his heart, thoughts, eyes
and all his feelings. So salvation becomes his joy and thrill, and it overflows in his words, deeds,
thoughts and conversation, as St John in his first letter wished to prove to us: He saw, witnessed,
touched and examined that combination of salvation, eternal life and resurrection. He is confirming
this whole-heartedly, so that we can be assured of this and share it with him. He would not feel at
peace until all have shared him what he himself experienced.

We recall the beginning of this amazing reaction of faith when Saint John ran with Saint Peter to look
at the grave. In John 20:8 St John, speaking of himself, says,

“Then the other disciple, who came to the tomb first, went in also, and he saw and believed.”

So, what did he see?

“He saw the linen cloths lying there, and the handkerchief that had been around His head, not
lying with the linen cloths, but folded together in a place by itself’ (John 20:6, 7).

What is the meaning of “folded?” It means that Christ freed Himself from the cloths just like a hand
slides out of a glove and the glove is left empty but in the shape of the hand. He also saw the head
covering folded separately from the cloths because the head of Christ also slipped from its covering.
Then he says, “So he believed.” What did he believed in? He believed that Christ had risen from the
dead and was alive. So he was the first to believe in the resurrection. Then he saw the Lord who was
risen from among the dead. He talked with

Him, saw Him, touched Him, witnessed Him and ate before Him. Therefore he says in all truth:

“That which was from the beginning (the “Word” the opening of his Gospel) which we have
heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have
handled, concerning the Word of life — The life was manifested (the resurrection) and we have
seen and bear witness and declare to you that eternal life which was with the Father and was
manifested to us (by the resurrection). That which we have seen and heard we declare to you,
that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with
His Son Jesus Christ. And these things we write to you that your joy may be full” (1 John 1:1-
4).



This is an example of the confidence and enthusiasm in salvation. You might well say to me that St
John saw, witnessed, looked and touched, so his confidence of salvation in him was because of what
he saw; the witnessing, the touching. And I say to you that he has handed down to you what he has
seen, witnessed and touched. Have you no confidence in him who is confident? He has handed down
to you salvation hand to hand, eye to eye, and heart to heart. Isn’t the witnessing of an apostle enough?
St Paul inherited that vision, that witness, touch, faith, salvation, and he is allowing you to inherit
with him what he has inherited. Know well that the heritage of Christ is for all alike: he who believes
inherits!

Then, dear friend, if you truly believe with all your heart, you are saved; this is the promise of the
Bible! This means that by faith you accept what the apostles have accepted, literally and verbally.
This is the strength of faith and its amazing relationship with the mind. “If you believe you will see
the glory of God” (John 11:40). This concerns God and the heavens. Now listen to what concerns the
earth.

“... but also if you say to this mountain ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea’ it will be done.
And whatever things you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive” (Matt 21:21-22).

In brief, with faith you see the glory of God, and with faith you move mountains. For faith in Christ is
the strength that has come into the world to grant to man the greatest power, greater than all the world,
so as to overcome the world and to inherit life in the glory of God. Do you believe?

So salvation has been fulfilled by the death of Christ and His resurrection from the dead and this has
granted to us the precious salvation. To make His death and His resurrection the possession of every
person Christ made us to share his death and resurrection with him.

We have died with Him and risen with Him. This is to make your faith in the death of Christ identical
to the death of the sinful person in you.

“Knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away
with, that we should no longer be the slaves of sin” (Rom 6:6).

This means that the death of Christ has put to death the body of sin, and has thereby freed us from sin.
So then your faith in the resurrection of Christ is identical to your new self with which you will
inherit the eternal life.

“For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in
the likeness of His resurrection” (Rom 6:5).

“... that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also
should walk in newness of life”

(Rom 6:4).

This means that our faith in the death of Christ and in His resurrection has become part of our very
existence. If the death of Christ and His resurrection have established an everlasting salvation, then



this means that our everlasting salvation has also become part of our present existence! We ask
Christians to have absolute confidence in their salvation. This request goes without saying because by
faith in Christ, the Christian persons salvation becomes part of his existence, that is to say it is greater
than confidence or proof, since he is living it with his whole being.

As for the call to salvation, the principle has been stated in Revelation 22:17: “And let him who
hears say ‘Come!’ ”

Faith in God’s care

We are assured that our salvation as Christians is part of our existence and being, i.e. we live in it.
As St Paul the apostle said about it:

“Through whom also we have access by faith into this grace (the grace of salvation) in which we
stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God” (Rom 5:2).

Therefore our being and our existence are kept protected by this grace. He who gave us salvation
gave us life, because salvation is eternal life and we have the down payment in the present life. Christ
promises to those sheep that hear His voice and follow Him that He will give them life and that no
one can snatch them from His hand.

“My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. And I give them eternal life,
and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand” (John 10:27-28).

So, faith in salvation has become faith in life, and also in the hand from which no one and no power
whatsoever can snatch. It is the hand of the omnipotent, and Gods care and protection surrounds our
life.

The promise is holy, from the mouth of Christ. We must have absolute confidence in it and rely on it
however bad the threats and dangers we face may be. Christ described it beautifully when He said
that a bird does not fall from the air except our Father permits it, and you are of more value than many
birds.

Moreover St Peter says:

“Who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last
time” (1 Pet 1:5).

“Casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you” (1 Pet 5:7).

The sheep that follows Christ has no fear of the wolf, or Christ would not have said, “I’m the way,
the truth and the life.”

“My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest” (Exodus 33:14).

Therefore we follow Christ in the path that Christ has protected with His life, so if we are faced with
danger we just call on His name! A Christian person walks in a path that has been trodden by the feet



of numerous great and wonderful prophets, saints and martyrs, and they have left their footprints
written in illuminated letters!

The Guidance of God

It is necessary for anyone called by God to follow Christ to have Christ as his guide from the
beginning of the way till the end. The way may be crooked and hard to walk in, with a succession of
ordeals one after the other. At any point you may think you’ve lost the way, and that you’ve strayed
out of the circle of God’s protection and guidance. But this is only an illusion from the enemy. The
way was designed and planned for you before you were conceived. Your name is written on the path,
and the path is made for you. You won’t realize this truth until you’ve walked in it, then you’ll look
back and say “Wow! Wow! That was my path for sure. Now I’m sure, and know the words of Him
Who said, ‘I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will guide you with My eye’
(Psalm 32:8)”. You will be assured that His eye has not blinked nor has He forgotten you, not for a
moment. When the fire that heats the crucible was burning under you, He was there to measure its
temperature, bit by bit, until at the crucial point He declares “That’s enough!”

With God, hardships are measured by the standards of faith, trust and hope. Do not ask for what is
easy and seems possible to you, or your faith will be measured at a child’s level. So, be a man, and
carry the faith, the hope and the trust like a man, for the reward is so precious.

A young believer, whom I truly love, told me about his mother who was sick with cancer and in great
pain. She had suffered much at the hands of men. When she had had her fill and the end was drawing
near, she saw a vision that puzzled the young man. He heard her in a state of full consciousness and
with great happiness saying, “Oh! Oh! Is this my reward?” And after that she departed this life. Yes,
the reward was far more than the suffering!

So, when the path gets really tough, do not give up and say “God has forgotten me”, or “where’s your
guidance O Lord?” The guidance of God is measured by standards much higher than ours are, but the
important thing is to be under that guidance. The eye and ear have to follow the voice and the leading
that is like a whisper and not discerned by those who are ignorant. It is the conscious follower of
God’s path who is aware of the guidance like a flickering light in front of him. He sees it, interprets it
and follows it, whether to the right or to the left, to stay still or to carry on. Destruction could result if
he disobeys. But what is really amazing is that you cannot disobey, for your feet don’t allow it, and
that way is not shown to you! This is the mystery of guidance!

“And you shall remember that the Lord your God led you all the way these forty years in the
wilderness, to humble you and test you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would
keep His commandments or not. So He humbled you, allowed you to hunger, and fed you with
manna which you did not know nor did your fathers know, that He might make you know that
man shall not live by bread alone; but man lives by every word that proceeds from the mouth of
the Lord. Your garments did not wear out on you, nor did your foot swell these forty years. You
should know in your heart that as a man chastens his son; so the Lord your God chastens you.
Therefore you shall keep the commandments of the Lord your God, to walk in His ways and to
fear Him” (Deuteronomy 8:2-6).



This is the mystery of guidance in which there is all discipline, learning and wisdom, and eventually
the promised land.

The Joy and eagerness for the Heavenly Reward

Yes, it is by the extent of joy in the reward prepared for you that your faith is measured. Can anyone
be as happy with a kilo of maize as with a kilo of gold? This is the difference between joy in earthly
things when compared to heavenly joy. Heavenly joy surpasses gold in every way. In all the earth
there is no joy to be compared to the joy you have in your heavenly reward. This absence of
comparison bewilders us indeed! With what can we compare the joy of the heavenly kingdom? With
what can we compare the last wedding? With what can we compare the joy of Christ’s appearance
and of meeting Him?

St Peter tried to describe that joy as best as he could, yet the words seemed so inadequate, “...you
rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory” (1 Pet 1:8). We all know earthly joy, but what about
the joy of heaven? What about the joy of the angels? It was only once that our heavenly Father spoke a
word that came close to describing Godly joy:

“This is My beloved Son in Whom I am well pleased” (Matt 3:17).

“The joy of God,” what greatness, what beauty, what glory and splendor! The “delight of the Father in
His beloved Son,” is the measurement we shall take for the heavenly joy, and it is identical to “the
joy of the Father.”

“His Lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few
things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord” (Matt 25:21).

Therefore our joy with our reward prepared for us in heaven is the “joy of the lord,” and equivalent
to Gods joy when he said: “This is My beloved Son in Whom I am well pleased.” This is something
which cannot be expressed in earthly language. It is enough for us to be, like the beloved Son,
enveloped in the joy of the Lord and to experience the pleasure of His heart.

This is in sharp contrast with God’s wrath, under the burden of which we were crushed, in the time
before we knew Christ. Now it is like the joy of the blind man when his eyes are opened and he sees
light for the first time. It is also like the joy of the dead person called to life by his Lord as he rises up
from the filth of the grave to look upon life all anew. It is also similar to someone sentenced to death
who finds himself pardoned and given compensation, or the joy of Jonah when the whale threw him
up! Or it is similar to Daniel’s joy when emerging from the lions’ den safe and sound! All these still
fall short of “the joy of the Lord and the pleasure of His heart.” This is because the joy of the Lord
shines on His children, and they do not cease to thank and praise forever and ever.

St Paul the apostle was eager to depart so as to be in that prepared joy and at the wedding feast. He
may have had a foretaste of it when he was lifted up to the third heaven, the dwelling place of the
saints and angels, even to the house of the Lord so as to be with Christ, “which is far better” (Phil
1:23). Who wouldn’t wish to be as eager as St Paul? It is the supreme joy of the soul and the very
climax of our hope and faith. He who wishes to depart and be with Christ, proves for sure that he



lives with Christ! And he lives by faith!

Sixthly: The love that overflows from the Christians heart to all whom he sees and comes to
know. He disregards obstacles, persecution and resistance. As well as being loving, he is also
modest, tolerant, patient, and believes in others with the simplicity of a child:

According to the faith in Christ, the highest value is placed on love. The truly loving Christian person
is rare; he shines in brotherly fervour, in hope and aspiration. He opens locked doors and makes
hardships bearable. He praises those who are wronged and defends the rights of those who are weak
and humiliated. He is a friend to the orphans and a servant of the widows. He is well known in the
poor alleys, narrow streets, fallen down homes and underground caves. These foul smelling places
know his visits his gifts and donations. His heart is full of love that overflows with compassion to
help the poor. He deprives himself so as to be able to be generous to others. He begs from people to
satisfy the hungry mouths. He loves the slave who is in pain, hungry or thirsty. All this he does
because he sees Christ in these people. “He who loves me... I love him” (John 14:21).

In Christ’s lovers you find treasures that they value more than gold: the crippled, the lame, the
dismembered, those with amputated legs and arms, the bedridden cancer patients ... he visits them,
keeps them company, comforts them, bringing them gifts that gladden their hearts. He has compassion
on them by bringing them their medicines to relieve their pain. If you ask him, “Who are these?” He
answers, “These are my heavenly family members. I’m proud of them, like medals on my chest. I’m
happy to be in their midst.”

He doesn’t shun them because of their nauseating smell, like Job’s wife who avoided him for that
reason. He isn’t disgusted by their wounds and bruises, and if asked, “How can you stand that?” He
answers, “Believe me, I smell in them the scent of Christ crucified and buried, He who burdened
Himself with my sins in His body on the wooden cross and in the grave. If those sins were revealed,
their stench would be even more disgusting. He who covers me up covers them too!”

Yet he is not without critics, those who envy him are many and they speak badly of him. But as for
him, he is at rest when scorned and being spoken ill of makes him more enthusiastic. Many of his
bosses persecute him but by his modesty he escapes from their hands and he forgets what was said
about him. He doesn’t think about what they plot against him, he lives one day at a time and doesn’t
concern himself with what tomorrow brings. He searches for those he loves, and those who need his
compassion. He is patient with the deceitful until they open up and he doesn’t get upset, because love
is long-suffering. If you contemplate his works and attitude you will find he has the simplicity of the
soul of a child. He is not desirous of being more than what he is and he doesn’t get concerned about
his own affairs but rather is concerned about the affairs of others. He puts himself last of all! He
believes everything, and hopes for everything as long as it is for the good of others. Haven’t I told you
that the Christian believer whose heart overflows with love is rare? If in any place you go you find
someone like that, then it’s like finding a rare manuscript of a first century Bible, something priceless
beyond estimation!

Seventhly: His attitude towards ordeals, offences, persecution, scorn, insults, false accusations
and various sufferings. Also the tolerance of any sickness, deformity or disability with which he
is blighted, and not returning evil for evil or threatening and swearing:



These attitudes are a measure of the Christian faith, all these hardships are accepted willingly as
though a gift from God, even if they reach the point of being catastrophic.

“...The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord. In all this
Job did not sin nor charge God with wrong” (Job 1:21, 22).

All this is allowed according to God’s great wisdom. The Christian person has to know in his heart
that these hard times, persecutions and enmity are essential for life and faith. God weighs us in the
spiritual balance using them. He even uses them to build in us a special place for Himself. However
hard these ordeals are on man, yet God’s eye is ever watchful, judging everything whether great or
small.

Faith in the Lord Jesus is able to bear the heaviest trial because Christ has borne himself in the cross
the most extreme injustice, corruption, false witnesses, partial judgement, suffering and torture until
death. All this was the price of our freedom from sin, death and the grasp of Satan. It lifts us up so that
we can inherit everlasting life. Every ordeal, persecution, injustice humiliation and despotism finds
meaning as a participation in the Lord’s sufferings. Carrying the cross is the price for the glory to
come and partnership in everlasting life. The only answer to the suffering that blights a man’s life,
however heavy this may be, is the suffering of the cross of Christ when He cried out in a loud voice:
“My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me” (Matt 27:46). By this He was crying the cry of every
person at the point of hardship and persecution, even death! This is a lesson for all those who cry out,
that the Lord God bore what man bears, even crying out loudly. Man should never say, “Why has God
left me all by myself in all this pain? You are not in more suffering and pain than the Lord Jesus
Christ bore for your sake, and your pain will not be reckoned as sufferings, but rather as glory. St
Paul the apostle revealed the secret of pain when he said in Rom 8:17: “... if indeed we suffer with
Him, that we may also be glorified together.” It is as though God sends suffering specially so that you
may taste His glory. So your pain is in proportion to the glory that you will surely inherit with Christ.

St Paul the apostle was submissive to sufferings and this is part of our life and our portion. He said in
1st Thess 3:3: “for you yourselves know that we are appointed to this.” That is to say, God has
exposed us to pain as a normal part of life. At the same time he made the splendid glory, which is His
alone and which He grants as a spiritual reward for the sufferings we experience. How great, how
wise, how capable God is! For He allowed this creation of dust to be exposed to suffering so that He
could raise it to Himself by means of those very same sufferings! There’s no other way. This flesh
made from dust has been corrupted by disobedience to Gods commandments and so the remedy for
this corruption is to suffer until this defilement is healed by being ironed out. When the only Son
suffered our pain, He raised the value of pain until it became equal to glory!

“Then He said to them, ‘O foolish ones; and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets
have spoken! Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into His glory?’ ”
(Luke 24:25, 26).

This is how Christ made sufferings our entrance to glory! Glory be to God!

So tell me, dear one, what is your pain like? Pour out your care, your sadness, pain, sickness,
injustices and persecutions; your being insulted and humiliated, the money stolen or snatched from



you. Then I’ll answer you, “Fool” (forgive me for using this expression) “Ought not the Christ to have
suffered these things and to enter into His glory?” (Lk 12:20, 24:26).

So understand and learn that the Christian faith has granted you not only to believe in Christ but to
suffer for Him as well. This is what the Bible says,

“For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer
for His sake. Having the same conflict which you saw in me and now hear is in me”

(Phil 1:29, 30).

St Paul the apostle presented himself as a perfect example of this. Look, dear one, how St Paul
considered pain for the sake of Christ a gift, an award from the Holy Spirit! This is the right of all
who understand the value of the cross and the meaning of the pain that Christ underwent for your sake
and mine! Peace to your souls, you martyrs of Carthage, you who made that arena in which you faced
wild beasts like a contest among you as to who would be eaten by a lion and who by a tiger!

Eighthly: The goal and the way:

You choose the goal, and Christ defines the way that leads to the goal you want: except for the one
goal which Christ defines, and also defines the way that leads to it: which is priesthood, but we shall
not speak about this goal now.

The goal and the way:

A man is free to choose the objective he wants; be it marriage, consecration in service or
monasticism. But a Christian believer is not free to indulge himself. If he imagines that he is, he is
mistaken for a Christian person is not like an ordinary person. A son of Adam is free to please
himself but is actually enslaved to sin and enslaved by the devil and consequently he is a slave to the
darkness of the dead world. As for the Christian person, Christ has set him free from slavery to sin
and from the world of death and from slavery to the dark world. Christ brought him into the freedom
of the glory of God’s children to inherit the world of the spirit in everlasting life. So now his freedom
to choose his goal lies within the circle of the choices available to God’s children. This is in
accordance with being spiritual children to God, and belonging to the spiritual world and the life of
eternity, whether it be for marriage, consecration or a monastic life.

A - Choosing the goal of marriage:

This is not a choice made like an ordinary man merely in response to natural animal instincts. It is not
made for the sake of social status. It is not made to avoid falling into sin or to become a hero who
never errs. Rather, a Christian person when choosing marriage as his objective does so in accordance
with his status as a child of God. He is a free man, not enslaved to sin, living a true life ct liberty as
befits a spiritual child of God. His basic objective is God and eternal life. If he decides to get
married then it must spring from Ms basic goal, which is to worship God, inherit eternal life and
beset children for God. His marriage must be submissive to this purpose and contribute to it.



Therefore a Christian marriage has to be formalised in Church, for the sake of the Church and not for
the sake of the common law or society, no matter how splendid the ceremony. It is performed under
God’s hand that the priest puts on the head of the engaged couple. It is a marriage for God. The way
the Christian person chooses marriage is the way of Christ who said that He is the way, the truth, and
the life (Jn 14:6).

Apart from Christ, there is no way leading to God or to eternal life.

If you decide to marry, then it is God who chooses the way for it to be a marriage of Christian
believers in the truth. You may choose the wife you want according to whatever qualities you desire
in her, but it is God who makes the way for it to be a good marriage between Christian believers.

We do not want to interfere in your choice of a suitable wife for you, with the qualities you desire.
But allow us to interfere a little in order to guide you to choose a good wife, one suitable for you. We
would recommend the following:

1.    Let her be, if possible, of your own race so that your behavior and morals will be one and the
same.

2.    Let her be of your own religion and having the same creed, so as to be united by one
interpretation of the Bible, which is the word of God.

3.    Let her be pure, religious, a lover of God, Christ, and the Church; and careful in keeping up her
prayers and the fasting specified by her creed.

4.    Let her be modest, giving, and one who loves to serve the poor, not disgusted on seeing the poor
and the sick and the deformed. This is a sure sign of her relationship with Christ, since these are the
brothers of Christ, or if you wish, they are Christ Himself. In Matt 25:40: inasmuch as you did it to
one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.”

5. Let her have the same thoughts and understanding, the same opinion particularly with regard to
money, wealth and excessive possessions, because these are harmful to the Christian life and to faith
in Christ’s words and the Bible. Also, promise together to keep God’s commandments and to study
the Bible and to avoid altogether wild parties, possessing a television, or a lifestyle destructive of
health and wasteful of money. Beware of being too stingy or too thrifty; don’t be attracted to much
jewelry or expensive clothes, or overelegance.

Now listen to the Bible’s advice for a Christian marriage:

The mystery of a Christian marriage is very great, as described by St Paul the apostle. This great
mystery lies in the fact that it has been proclaimed as an illustration of Christ’s relationship with the
church, like a holy bride and bridegroom. It is not like what Israel used to be, the one and only ancient
church. But the new Israel is the children of God, the redeeming church, the body of Christ, the bride
He possesses and has washed with His blood. It is you and I and those far away, all who have eaten
the body and drunk, and been washed with, the blood. Those who call on the name of the Lord.



+ The mystery of marriage in Christianity is that it is a living picture of what Christ has done in the
new man, the new creation of humanity, the one He raised from the dead and made to be His flesh and
bones. What does this mean? It means that in marriage man and woman have become one flesh, just as
humanity became one with Christ when He became man and then washed the body with his blood
shed on the cross. The body then became holy in Christ, blameless before God in the love of the
Father. This is how God’s love and the blood of Christ are the secret of marriage and have made man
and woman one body, a living picture of Christ and the church. This is why St Paul the apostle says in
the Spirit in Eph 5:25:

“Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the

Church and gave Himself for her.”

It is love that makes them inseparable until death. The secret of marriage, when it is based on love
and heavenly happiness, proclaims among us an aspect of the heavenly kingdom on earth. The monk
and the consecrated person in Christ also make a proclamation to us - for they represent the first
Adam who was created in the image of God before woman was formed from him! So it has become
good for him to be alone.

Therefore a man and woman, in addition to keeping their natural physical love, must also keep a
godly, heavenly love that is stronger than death. Their one united body, brought together in God’s
mystery, has become a representation of the Church, the body of Christ, the fruit of the Father’s love.
Therefore anger and enmity hurt Him and breaking marriage crucifies Christ into a death that has no
resurrection. What does this mean? It means they have been given one body from the Lord as a
deposit and must take great care of it. Any humiliation or scorn to the body after the mystery of
marriage is scorn to the Holy One, Who has united them in Himself, by Himself!

But this is not an easy task. The tempter came to Christ to tempt Him both physically and emotionally,
after the mystery of the Jordan and after the descending of the Holy Spirit. But Christ overcame him
and angels came to minister to Him. It is the same for the mystery of marriage; Satan, the enemy of
love and peace, is eager to upset it and shake the work of the Holy Spirit that has filled them and
united them in one body. When Satan aggressively attacks the mystery of marriage he attacks the core
of the unity of the body and attempts to destroy the Holy Spirit, to destroy holy unity and to loosen the
godly bond. This would victory for his power, and a challenge to Christ’s authority and His Spirit.

So you husband and wife, be watchful! Your marriage is either a triumph for Christ and the Holy
Spirit as you are tolerant with one another by spiritual love and Christ’s patience, or a triumph for
Satan with his revenge on Christ being seen in you both. The talent you are entrusted with is very
great and important. Though it is in this world, living and witnessing, yet it is not of this world.

And you husband, know well that you now possess a holy vessel from the Lord.

“That each of you should know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor” (1
Thess 4:4).

You are not only carrying the name of the Lord but His Holy Spirit as well, to present yourself as a



gift to the Church and to the Lord. Your vessel contains the fruit of your womb, boys and girls for
Christ that bring joy to the heart of the heavenly Father, who,

“Having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good
pleasure of His will” (Eph 1:5).

God is happy that we are His children. Understand well and know for sure that you are married on
God’s account, to raise up for Him boys and girls who will make Him happy and make the Church
happy too. This is why St Paul the apostle calls on us here “to know each of you to possess a vessel
in holiness and honor.” So, what does it mean for a man to possess a woman in sanctification and
honor?

It means that the matter of marriage and begetting children has an aura of holiness, which raises it
above the natural animal instincts and gives it its precious spiritual element. He who is born of it is
God’s son or daughter sanctified by the Lord to fulfill His salvation and the work of the cross. The
woman has inherited the Virgin Mary’s role, she continues the Virgin’s task, because she gave birth to
the Holy One. The woman in Christ gives birth to saints. If all generations bless the Virgin, then all
generations must give honor to the woman.

“For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of one, for which reason
He is not ashamed to call them brethren” (Heb 2:11).

Also:

“And again, Here am I and the children whom God has given Me” (Heb 2:13).

In truth, a man who deals with his wife in sanctity and honor is a man who has realized where the
holy children come from and by whom and for whom they are made holy.

Marriage is a dual relationship; the physical part that is based on the rights each has for the other. St
Paul the apostle says:

“Let the husband render to his wife the affection due her, and likewise also the wife to her
husband. The wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does. And
likewise the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does. Do not
deprive one another except with consent for a time, that you may give yourselves to fasting and
prayer; and come together again so that Satan does not tempt you because of your lack of self-
control” (1 Cor 7:3-5).

The meaning here focuses on the natural physical needs. For her physical needs the woman needs the
man, and for his physical needs he needs the woman, each of them needs the other. Here St Paul asks
for fair treatment, that the woman does not refuse when her man needs her, otherwise she would be
taking authority over her own body, being the one in control of her body and refusing to give it when
the man needs it. Also the man does not have authority over his body, to forbid it to the woman when
she needs it. This would be an injustice and cruelty to one another. This has serious consequences
because Satan is waiting eagerly to lay hold of the thoughts of the deprived one to tempt him to satisfy



his physical desire in sinful ways.

At this point, there could arise a serious threat to destroy the mystery of the whole marriage. Satan
could step in to arouse jealousy, anger and bitterness, and diverts them from their holy unity. Each
would try to please his body apart from the other. This would be a terrible blow for the mystery of
marriage and the sanctity of the children. Satan would indulge each of them in the sinful filth of
adultery. This would terminate the holiness of marriage and of the Church, which is the body of
Christ.

It would be a disastrous condemnation for whoever caused this sinful diversion! Therefore:

+ St Paul the apostle says in Heb 13:4: “Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled...”
Here he raises the mystery of holy marriage to its spiritual level with the Church and Christ. Marriage
becomes honorable like a sanctified contract; its honor is derived from the Church that convened it. It
is the honor of Christ, who entered as a partner between the two to unite them in holiness. It is a
sanctified vessel that contains blessed fruit (children). St Paul the apostle warns that the honor of this
mystery and the holiness of the contract are linked to the holiness of the marriage bed, which is
similar to the white robe in baptism that is like the wedding robe. Likewise is the marriage bed,
which expresses how the sanctity of the mystery is so honorable, and will be revealed on judgement
day like all other mysteries.

In Proverbs we find the virtuous wife praised in song:

“Who can find a virtuous wife? For her worth is far above rubies. The heart of her husband
safely trusts her; so he will have no lack of gain” (Prov 31:10, 11).

We found her in the house of the Lord, at His altar, standing and bowing her head before Him who
pours out on her all the virtues of Christ and His gifts on her wedding day. The hand of Christ is laid
on her head next to the groom’s head in acceptance of the holy grace. Round her head there’s a
necklace of pearls as an interpretation of the book of Proverbs. The book of Proverbs describes her
in terms of treasure, whereas we see her as richness itself, organizing her home in grace, making it
overflow with the loving care of Christ.

As for the way in which Christ intervenes to guide you into a good marriage, it is first and foremost in
the command to love your wife as yourself, truly and sincerely from the heart. Be careful about her
feelings, for she now no longer has anyone in her existence but you. Exert yourself so that she may
rest, and avoid what upsets her. Do not blame her for her shortcomings, because she has become your
own body, your own flesh and blood. Jesus Christ’s mystery in marriage has made you both one. This
doesn’t negate your identity or hers. But both are united together into one person, which is “yourself
and her” together in one, inseparable under any condition. Whatever pleases you pleases her, and
whatever saddens you saddens her, because you are one body. Do not scold her because you are not a
lord over her, and she isn’t a lord over you. You are of equal honor. What degrades you degrades her,
and what degrades her degrades you. We must take into account the differences in attitude and
upbringing. Be reasonable. Your thoughts, opinions and moods can converge, but what she has learnt
over ten or twenty years you cannot change in one day. You, too, cannot change your attitudes or
moods in a day. But I’ll tell you a secret: for the sake of Christ and His love, accept each other, and



Christ will bring you to completion, perfecting you with love and true faith. The Christian faith is
capable of moving mountains (Matt 21:21). So, will faith be powerless to unite your hearts and
thoughts in Christ? And beware of allowing someone judge between you, however important that
person may be. If you disagree then stand before the Lord, and let Christ judge between you both, and
He will make your hearts tender to each other. Never let disagreement between you reach cutting-
point or become enmity, because this will allow the devil to interfere and he will sow the seeds of
division and defiance. It is essential that at the start of your life together you make a pledge before
Christ that you never divide from each other, however bad the disagreement may be.

Hatred and division is the devil’s finger, so never never let it come between you.
 

A time for the Bible

1

One lady told me this story: She didn’t wish to have a television, but her son, aged twelve,
objected to this, and gave her a hard time. She stood firm in her decision and they agreed to ask
a priest decide for them. They went to him and, surprisingly, he was partial to the boy and said
“What’s wrong with the TV? I own a TV myself!!” This is instead of the Holy Spirit of course
— Lord Jesus, your priests on earth have allowed the TV, so there’s absolution in heaven. Have
a good time, kids!



A time for the Bible

You must make a pledge before God to set aside a certain time for the word of God. You should sit
together with the Holy Book, after saying a short prayer asking for God’s presence, in accordance
with the promise:

“For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them”
(Matt 18:20).

The “third” referred to here is of course the son or daughter that God will bless you with. The
presence of Christ will help you to understand the word and will reveal the hidden meaning in it.
Moreover, the presence of Christ will interact with your spiritual mind, opening your minds and
enabling you both to absorb the Bible’s meaning easily. Through it the Holy Spirit intercedes and He
will guide, interpret for you and comfort you.

This hour you’ve devoted to Bible reading will be a blessing to your life, and will increase your love
for each other, filling up your hearts with peace and serenity to cope with life’s burdens. The Bible’s
word will answer every problem facing you because Christ always uses His word to convey His
message to open hearts.

Prayer

Before sleep, stand together in the presence of the Lord. Each of you confess to Christ your
shortcomings and express your hope to become more truthful and closer to the Lord and to love Him
more. This will cause God to dwell in your hearts, and He will provide for your life, bless your
thoughts, opinions and desires. Your desires will be sanctified in His name, and you will be able to
forgive each other before going to bed.

In the morning repeat the same thing, for morning prayer is the key to the goodness of the whole day.
With morning prayer the

whole day is sanctified throughout all its hours. Christ intervenes in its problems and offers you the
ready solutions and guidance, and He blesses all of your work and thoughts.

Likewise is the prayer before eating; you stand round the table to invite Christ to come and be present
in the breaking of the bread and He blesses and sanctifies your food and your life. Christ’s presence
when you eat is a pleasure for Him.

“With fervent desire I have desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer” (Luke 22:15).

Christ still desires to share with His loved ones the breaking of the bread.

After eating, again stand up and give thanks for Christ’s provision of food and for His care throughout
the day, for thanksgiving increases the blessing.

Singing Hymns



More than one third of prayer should be devoted to praise, in which there’s thanksgiving and praise to
God the Father. In it there is also the realization of the hope of Christ’s presence, blessing the house
and the children and those coming in and going out making the house a house of blessing and purity.
For every occasion there’s a convenient hymn that springs with joy and praise from uplifted hearts.
Any visitor welcomed to join in the hymn-singing adds to the peace, love and fellowship in the home.

If a guest drops in and you do not wish discuss private matters in his presence, then start hymn singing
and Bible reading at another time.

An Outing

Outings are very important times for refreshing your thoughts, and calming your nerves. A trip to the
park or the riverbank or the seashore will re-energize your body, particularly the heart and lungs.

But be careful not to spend the evenings in public places, because this will undo all the good.

This is the Lord’s way for whoever chooses the life of matrimony.

B - Choosing a life of consecration to God for serving Him:

This should not be as an escape from marriage and its commitments, either because you’re too weak
for them, or consider yourself too good for them. Neither is it an opportunity to enjoy a life with no
obligations, avoiding the confusion and limitations of the world, to eat and drink and have fun with no
accountability. This is the behavior of a young bachelor running away from the face of God and his
social responsibilities.

“Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you
have from God, and you are not your own?

For you were bought at a price, therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are
God’s” (1 Cor 6:19,

20).

The true person who consecrates himself to God is committed to serving God. He has renounced
marriage to take care of what is God’s, and not to have to please a wife. So if you have chosen to
devote all your life to service, then you have chosen the Lord and the way of the Lord—or rather you
have allowed yourself to be chosen by God! Your choice has been by grace, for this is what grace is.

Excerpts on that subject matter:

1 Cor 7:6, 7: “But I say this as a concession, not as a commandment. For I wish that all men were
even as I myself. But each one has his own gift from God, one in this manner and another in that” (one
is a virgin and the other is married).

1 Cor 7:8, 9: “But I say to the unmarried and to the widows: It is good for them if they remain even as
I am; But if they cannot exercise self-control, let them marry.”



1 Cor 7:32: “But I want you to be without care. He who is unmarried cares for the things of the Lord,
how he may please the Lord.”

1 Cor 7:34: “There is a difference between a wife and a virgin. The unmarried woman cares about
the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and in spirit.”

1 Cor 7:35: “And this I say for your own profit, not that I may put a bash on you, but for what is
proper, and that you may serve the Lord without distraction.”

1 Cor 7:37, 38: “Nevertheless he who stands steadfast in his heart, having no necessity, but has
power over his own will, and has so determined in his heart that he will keep his virgin, does well.
So then he who gives her in marriage does well, but he who does not give her in marriage does
better.”

Based on this passage we see that St Paul the apostle set up a unique standard: ‘He who marries does
well, and he who doesn’t marry, does better’. This is not a haphazard judgment, but it highlights two
major features of the life of consecration to God: firstly that it involves caring about what pleases the
Lord, and secondly keeping one’s body and spirit holy.

In this way we see that the choice of the Christian person for total consecration to God implies
fulfilling the demands of these two major features: the first being caring for what pleases the Lord
regarding prayer, worship, righteousness and fasting. The second being to keep his body and spirit
holy to God.

Total consecration in living with God actually means making the choice to live a life of celibacy, that
means not being married and having a holy name; just as St Paul the apostle and St John the apostle
were. Christ chose them both for apostleship, so they did not marry. Apostleship sanctified celibacy,
that’s for sure. But those selected for apostleship who were already married, such as St Peter the
apostle, remained as they were, hence, being an apostle sanctified marriage as well.

It is clear from the words of St Paul the apostle that he was very enthusiastic for virginity for certain
motives: some of which were because of the nature of the times they lived in, as he says himself:
“because of the hard times.” Another motive was because of his great preference for serving God and
his love of pleasing Him. A third motive was because he felt celibacy in the Christian life was
superior to matrimony.

“For I wish that all men were even as I myself’ (1 Cor 7:7).

He considered that this had general application, but he also said that it was a gift from God, “but each
one has his own gift from God, one in this manner and another in that—one is a virgin and the other
married”. He also leans towards holiness when he speaks of being concerned about what is God’s, so
as to be holy physically and spiritually. Generally he thinks “he who is unmarried is ever better”.

St Paul the apostle beautifully expresses his defense of celibacy, and in him it was honored by Christ
in making him an apostle, a chosen vessel in carrying His name to kings and nations. He defended
celibacy very eloquently, yet at the same time he was cautious not to over-emphasize it. From the very



beginning he said that it was not a command. He did not want anyone to make a hasty decision and
then say that he was carrying out a command set by St Paul the apostle. He only said he was
permitting it as a “concession”, but this permission he put between brackets, that is to say he is not
responsible for it. He consequently says that celibacy in any case is a special gift from God. He then,
craftily, apologizes to those who choose celibacy by saying that though celibacy may be considered a
limitation and a bondage, yet it is good because it is for your own convenience!

Our conclusion, after all this careful writing, is that for St Paul the apostle, celibacy means a life-long
consecration to the service of the Lord and for His pleasure. This is more precious and more sublime
than a married life because it is purely for the Lord’s service and for giving Him pleasure. It is also
for sanctifying the body and soul, and I believe this elevates the life of consecration to the highest
level.

St Paul the apostle stresses the great importance of will power and the heart’s desire. He who
chooses devotion and consecration is not under any kind of enforcement or obligation. But—and this
is really important—he says, “But if they cannot exercise self-control, let them marry. For it is better
to marry than to bum with passion,” i.e. to bum with lust (1 Cor 7:9).

To keep the Christian faith within the boundaries of holiness and righteousness we make the
following comment: When sexual excretions (semen) are retained within the body they will naturally
arouse sexual passions. Without intercourse or masturbation these naturally occurring sexual
excretions are emitted at night whilst dreaming or they may pass with urination. If a man is aware of
this happening but is able to remain unaffected by it, it is sure evidence that he has overcome his
sexual passions.

For the young man, this emission of semen comes naturally but it may be controlled by training the
body to prevent it from occurring. The food you eat has to be chosen carefully and needs to be lacking
in those ingredients that increases the desire for food. There is a connection between greed for food
and the sexual passion, which you want to control. It will be worse if you eat too much, or if the food
is too heavy and rich in butter or contains too many spices.

By doing this we comply with St Paul the apostle when he said, “I subdue my body and enslave it,”
also when he said “to control himself.”

Now we come to the variety and type of service:

In the first apostolic church this need for service among the new believers became apparent. They
ordained and consecrated seven deacons or servants. They were spiritually perfect, even though their
service at first was concerned with distributing money and food. But the Holy Spirit kindled in them
zeal for preaching, teaching and defending the faith even to the point of martyrdom, as we know
happened to St Stephen. This deacon was a scribe who had carefully studied the Old Testament and
history. In a session before the Sanhedrin council, he recounted all the deeds of the people of Israel
that had infuriated God, from the time of Moses right up till Christ’s crucifixion. In defiance he laid
the crime of crucifixion on the heads of the elders and chief priests and criticized them vehemently.
He was rewarded by being stoned but during that process Jesus Christ appeared to him in the sky on
the right hand of the Father’s throne, and that was the first heavenly apparition after the crucifixion of



Christ.

We understand from this that perfect consecration is by ordination and anointing (laying-on-of-hands)
so that the consecrated ones would be grouped on the same level as priesthood groups. They also
have the same appointment as the apostles to serve the word (which means in church terms to keep the
word straightforward). The apostles have to serve in the altar prayers and the deacons, i.e. the
consecrated ones, serve the people who believe in Christ. With service comes the preaching of the
kingdom of God and the defending of the most holy faith. Then there’s the promotion of the seven
deacons to the role of preachers, preaching to many countries and nations exactly as did the apostles.
What attracted the attention of the Church and the Church-historians is that the deacons were blessed
with the presence of the Holy Spirit in them, and they were filled with grace.

This opens the door on a new requirement that is made of us: Amongst the consecrated ones in the
church there exists a special and official group, distinct from the deacons who have specialized in
serving with the church service, the sacraments and the choirs and who have no other duties outside
the church among the believers. We ask that this group or committee have rules that define its
existence, its duties and limitations. It has the task of free preaching, whether on the platform inside
the church or among the believers in their workplaces and homes. It is to preach the word, that is the
Bible, and also to visit the poor, the sick and the needy wherever ±sv are. These are the ones about
whom Christ said they were His brothers, and they even carry His personality!

These devoted people are placed on different levels according to :he strength of the word and the
service and their activities. At the church now there is no one to take responsibility for care of the
poor and the sick who are suffering from serious diseases, and there are thousands of them. Some are
bed-ridden in underground caves with no one aware of their existence. We know they hunger and
moan and die and they are in our sight daily! If anyone serves one he leaves out another thousand, and
if he serves it is only with ten or twenty pounds, which is totally inadequate to stop the hunger pangs.

We also confirm that these servants should wear no special uniform, simple clothes are enough, so
that they can serve freely in the alleys and dirty places without kids chasing and following them.

The Ministry of the Word

Ministry of the word means the service of the Holy Spirit to open spiritually the eyes of the blind to
see the light of Christ so they can walk in that light in this dark age, which we live in. The ministry of
the word means to touch the hearts of believers from the platforms and in homes, encouraging a life of
repentance. We live in a time in which peace is snatched away, and in an age that is not turning to
Christianity. The work for salvation has ceased and there’s no willingness for faith and a spirit of
repentance. An inner emptiness, lacking Jesus Christ, has become a feature of this age. The service of
the word means to open the minds that have become confused with songs and to open the eyes that
have become blinded by television and the sight of naked bodies. The ministry of the word means
teaching to both young and old the commandments of Christ because their tongues have become
foolish from the influence of indecent, ugly and silly words from the TVs in their homes and
bedrooms and evenings! The ministry of the word means rescuing the little ones, lifting them up from
the dirt into which they have been plunged by seeing their fathers singing the street songs sung in bars.
They have been raised on indecency and have learnt the art well even though they are only school



children.

The ministry of the word must be done before Satan can use others, who are professional in the
subject of holiness and preaching, but who study the “books of magic” in order to be able to perform
miracles and who teach false spirituality. Their words are carefully devised by Satan in order to
gather a large number of Christ’s children under his flag.

The Ministry of the Needy

We want a thorough survey done of the homes of the poor and the sick in every area detailing their
names and addresses and what their disease is. Some of our towns and cities are very haphazard and
ugly and an ordinary servant would never be able to find all these people. We also need a complete
survey done of the crippled and those struggling with cancer, kidney failure, blindness, lameness and
dismemberment. We have to be able to serve them, treat them medically and care for them. Prior to
this the servants must be officially trained in specialist colleges and provided with regular salaries
that increase and do not decrease. By doing this each servant will know where his children who cry
and call for mercy are. There are households and families whose total aid income is not more than
twenty or thirty pounds. Perhaps the husband is paralyzed and bedridden. In an age when ten loaves of
bread cost a pound, and twenty small veggie burgers ‘tamiya’ cost a pound, if they only eat bread and
‘tamiya’ the money would still be insufficient!

C - If the Christian person chooses a monastic life as his goal:

He is committed to all that we have said about someone who has devoted his life completely to God
and to caring about what pleases the Lord. Firstly this means prayer, hymn singing, fasting, worship,
piety and staying up late at night. Secondly, keeping his body and spirit holy to God. The body is
sanctified to the Lord by being pure, not indulging in relaxation, or indulging the sight or hearing. The
spirit is sanctified by not yielding to satanic illusions of anger, discord and enmity which are all
works of the devil to corrupt a man's soul. Rather, he feeds his soul through meditation, praise and
hymn singing and it becomes holy through uniting it with the Holy Spirit.

The monk consecrates his whole life to God and to what pleases the Lord, keeping his body and soul
holy to God. He is not obliged to serve the people or society in a way that takes him out of his
monastery or his cell where he fulfils his spiritual goal. But at the same time bear in mind that the
fathers used to toil and work hard in manual labour, making baskets of jute and cords etc. This was
not simply to be self-sufficient themselves but also to be able to feed the poor and needy with their
own money. They saw that this service was a good one from the very beginning because they
considered the poor and the sick to be Christ’s brethren, as though they were Christ Himself in
person.

inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me” (Matt 25:40).

Their manual work became an essential part of their worship and giving of pleasure to the Lord.

Monasticism in complete celibacy, devoted to the service of God and Christ, for their glory through
praises and prayers continuing both day and night, is not a service among people, it is only service to



godliness and does not interact with people. It is spoken of as the service of angels and the monks are
called heavenly humans.

The father of monasticism in Egypt and in the entire world is St Anthony. He was a biblical hermit, a
man who was filled with the Holy Spirit, whom he called “The Fiery Spirit.” He taught the monks to
ask to be filled with the Holy Spirit in the same way “as I have received Him also.” He told the
monks that it was not a difficult thing to ask for. He calls this life of persistence and service “the
struggle of prayer.” Their request was granted them and made it possible for them to live a life of
worship and solitude, and filled them up with the knowledge of God and the Bible. St Anthony has
shown us through his teachings that he was a true evangelist, and all of his teachings are founded on
an absolutely biblical basis, that proves that he was filled with the Holy Spirit. The proof was not by
miracles that are associated with serving people, but rather by his enlightened spiritual knowledge
and great godly wisdom. He served his generation of monks with God’s guidance and calling because
God extended his lifetime. God told him He would keep him just as does a loving mother who raises
her children well. So he lived till he was 105 years old and he passed away an old man full of years
and grace. He did not get sick or lose his teeth and he departed peacefully and in good health. He
gave up his body of dust according to the scripture, “You (Adam) are dust, and to dust you shall
return” (Gen 3:19). As for his soul, it ascended to the highest heavens and proclaimed to the angels
the arrival of a colleague in leading the choirs for he, like Abraham, was a great leader sent by God.

St Anthony didn’t know any Greek, and that is why he was called illiterate, but he was good at
reading Coptic, the language of his country, and he used it when reading the Bible and teaching. He
had many disciples who were specialists such as Amathos, and Macarius, whom he commanded to
bury his body of dust far away and to remove any trace so that no one would be able to find his grave.
He also had followers in his private monastery in “Pispir.” Many from all over Egypt and the
surrounding countries heard about his name and his teachings. He visited ‘Nitrya’ and got acquainted
with the father of the monastic life there, St Amon, a monk colleague. He was visited by the great St
Macarius the Egyptian on at least two occasions.

His teachings spread all over Egypt and the whole world. The disciples who learnt from his teachings
are numbered in millions. It is amazing that all the monks in the world consider him to be their father.
They found in him a biblical apostolic personality, spiritually free and released. He never saw Abba
Pachomius, but heard about him when he was visited by the disciples of Abba Pachomius. He asked
them to give their father his regards. He admired the regulations that Abba Pachomius had set for his
monks.

St Anthony is a vivid example of Coptic monasticism as it was at its beginning. Initially he led a
solitary life in proximity to people, but then embarked on a life of private solitude close to the Red
Sea, where he stayed for the rest of his life. He used to visit his followers in “Pispir” every now and
then so as to teach those who came from far and wide.

Coptic monasticism first appeared in Egypt and flourished there. It is a release into freedom for
worshipping God and is according to our Savior’s commandment to leave father, mother, brother and
sister to follow Christ and carry the cross. It is a model for a life of repentance that lasts all the days
of your life, and for living an ascetic life that deadens all passions, lusts and the spirit of worldliness.
It is a way to live solely on the word of God and to obtain eternal life from it and in it, as well as to



be perfect in keeping the commandments of the Lord and follow the spirit and guidance of the word. It
is a life of meditation, pure and devoid of all worldly confusion and free from marriage but not with
pride or elevation, because the essence of ascetic monasticism is humility, decency and poverty. This
is the goal of all monasticism.

As for the way

It is by perfect obedience to the Lord’s commandments, at the hands of a guide who has already
experienced the path, not superficially but in a deeply spiritual and emotional way. One who has
discovered its needs and its glory, the spirit of modesty, poverty and need. A monk’s cell or his cave
normally contains something to sleep on and some pieces of equipment; a small simple stove with
which to boil beans and lentils, a small basket hung on the wall in which there is some bread, stale
because it has been there for many days or even months. There’s also some water for drinking and the
palm leaves used for braiding into baskets. There is also a Bible and if he is learned, some papers.
The monk begins by possessing the foundational book “Paradise of the Fathers”, which he studies, as
I have done myself. At the monastery where I became a monk there was only one copy of it. I studied
it, explained it and commented on it in writing in my cell, and it is still there to this day!

The “Paradise of the Fathers” is a book that contains all that concerns the monk’s life, as far as
teachings and the foremost commandments are concerned. Maybe the greatest commandment of all
concerning the way is this: If you wish to be a perfect and learned monk; then go into your cell, shut
the door behind you and keep your back to the door (from the inside of course) and the cell will teach
you everything. This means not going out roaming about in the monastery like someone lost but
keeping yourself to yourself in your cell. Do not invite anyone in and do not go out of it. Pray and
concentrate on your prayers in talking to Christ. Tell Him all you want and what you are eager to
know, and Christ will teach you everything. “And do not be called teachers (on earth); for One is your
Teacher, the Christ” (Matt 23:10). Christ will interpret His Bible to you and will explain to you His
will concerning your life, and will cause you to obtain salvation. He will also fill you with His Holy
Spirit and with all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge that He has stored in Himself for your
sake. The purpose of this is concentration on the sufficiency of the Gospel and Christ: the former you
read, and the latter will interpret it to you. You will not be lacking in any spiritual knowledge that is
required for salvation, however high or sublime it may be. In the Bible you find all the theology, all
the history and the information about the forefathers and others. Actually, the Bible is the A to Z, the
first and the last, the beginning and the end, and this is the way!

He who reads these words of mine might think I’m writing them to a monk of the third century. But no,
I am writing in fact to the monk in any age and time. I know what I have written and I have lived in
absolute monasticism for more than fifty years, and the Lord has taught me everything I know.

In my poverty and lowliness I say that Christ did not leave me in need of anything, whether in science
or knowledge. I have not studied scientific books, yet I have written books of knowledge. I did not
resort to the books of the forefathers or scientists except to prove to the reader the authenticity of my
writings. My advice therefore to whoever accepts a monastic life, as I have already described it—is
to enter his cell, shut the door, put his back to it from the inside, and the cell will teach him everything
just as I have been taught!



If you want some advice about the way, this is my own experience from the fifty years that I have
lived in this venerable rite:

+ If you wish to inherit eternal life: disregard the hardships of life that come new each day to shock
you. Do not consider your body or soul precious in your own eyes. Put Christ’s commandment before
you: “...but whoever loses his life for My sake, will find it” (Matt 16:25). If it is destroyed by the feet
and hands of men, you will find it again alive, handed to you by Christ himself, all bright with His
light, before the angels and the saints.

+ Do not forget the commandment of St Paul the apostle: “Being reviled, we bless; being persecuted,
we endure; being defamed; we entreat” (1 Cor 4:12, 13).

+ Christ among people was called in Isaiah 49:7: “Whom man despises, to Him who the nation
abhors, to the Servant of rulers.” He who was with the Father “My beloved Son in Whom I am well-
pleased” (Matt 3:17).

+ Do not be slothful in your prayers and let the enemy overcome you. Do not waste your lifetime for
nothing. Your foremost duty in monasticism is to pray at the proper time, not just reading, but doing it
with a wakeful heart and an aware soul, with tears in your eyes. Judge yourself according to the
Lord’s commandments, word for word during prayer. He will come closer to you and comfort you.

+ Love your brothers from a really pure heart, spoken of by St John as transforming the dead to life.

“We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren” (1 John 3:14).

Christ says about it:

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another” (John 13:34).

He completes it in verse 35:

“By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another”.

Know well that if you are unable to be a disciple of Christ in the monastery, then you will not be able
to be His disciple at all.

+ Listen to this advice given by St Paul the apostle, because it is extremely valuable to monks:

. .do not let the sun go down on your wrath, nor give place to the devil” (Eph 4:26, 27).

This means that you must sleep with a restful heart and conscience, forgiving others, and asking for
their forgiveness, even if this means humbling yourself in total submission. If you sleep with anger in
your heart you will sleep in Satan’s embrace and he will dwell with you, then grace will be separated
from you.

Know this well: the duty of a wise monk, who is a student of the Gospel, is not to allow himself to
have an enemy, and to be an enemy to no man whatsoever. So be humble and gentle and submit



yourself under the hand of your brothers, so that Christ will lift you up on the day He comes.

(This was written in Holy Week

and completed on the evening of Easter 2000).
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