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     ...when in vain you receive them, remaining from morning until evening in the places which 

are filled with every deceit, not being satisfied with hearing and seeing the things which are 

damaging to you even mocking shows and the theaters. But on the other hand, we have been 

neglecting the matters of our lives which we will find for ourselves in the hour of distress. But 

see also the way you hold yourselves under the burning heat in the baths for the sake of the 

bodies’ profit. Yet on the other hand if we come to church, the place of the washing away of our 

sins and the profit of our souls, we are impatient so as not to sustain ourselves until we hear the 

words of God which cool our hearts.  

     See us as we eat, oh men, if we are invited to a banquet (see) how we are eating and desiring 

to seize everything greedily. Let us revere the words and let us pay attention to God’s judgments 

and His commandments and His laws which we are summoned to hear in the church. Let us not 

be implicated by those who invited us from above and let us not be found by the heavenly ones 

while our hearts and our souls are empty and hungry although there are many good things which 

are left. But we do not care that the holy ones know that many who go into the house of God 

while their heart(s) are wandering do not pay attention to the commandments which are 

commanded to them. Let us hasten to the things from which we will profit and let none of us 

search after excuses like those who are occupied with vain things. And let us not decline the 

invitation which is established to the banquet of our salvation on account of the satisfaction of 

the world which will perish.  

     As the Gospel says, “one declined on account of a pair of oxen, another on account of a field, 

another (said) I have married a woman.” And this one I think is more condemned than the others 

because it was appropriate for him to take his wife as well to the banquet; yet he deprived 

himself of the good eternal things. What is it that is an impediment to you? Tell me. Is not the 

man and his wife a single body? And why will you not come to the banquet, you and she? Do 

you not eat the same bread with her and the same food? Why will she not come with you to the 

banquet and the meal of Christ? Does she not need to pray and to hear the word and to be pious 

in everything? Or is the kingdom of heaven prepared only for men, has it not been prepared for 

women to go into? Oh one whose heart is slow or being filled so that you do not eat from the 

meal of Christ, perhaps you have brought charges against your wife. 

     Truly as there are many men who from time to time become strong and many women who are 

weak, also there are many women who from time to time become strong and triumph. Also there 

are many men who are triumphed over and who are weak. The same struggle lies upon men and 

women, and the crown exists at the same time for men and women who will endure. Let no one 

hear in the Gospel that another said, “because I married a woman it is impossible for me to 

come.”  



     Also as the Lord said, “just as it came to pass in the days of Noah while they took wives and 

they married husbands,” so that they think that he despises marrying a woman and he rejects 

marriage. He is the one who from the beginning created a man and a woman. But when he 

reproached the Pharisees he said “from the beginning the one who created made a man and a 

woman.” For truly he is the maker of everything, since he was from the beginning a single one 

with the father. Of course he says the one whom God joins let a man not separate. But he blames 

the one ruled by desire of the body’s pleasure so that he does not come to the true meal because 

the one who is a lover of pleasure is not worthy of that meal nor is he worthy of the one who 

prepared it and who invited him to it, Jesus according to his very own true word; as the Lord 

said, “the ones who are invited are not worthy.”  For how will those who scorn the dignity of 

marriage escape reproach?  

     See those who truly please God. They have marital intercourse and do not condemn begetting 

children. For they are blessed in all their works, whether they take a wife or marry a husband, or 

sow, or gather, or (are involved) in any work which God created in the beginning. But (they do 

these things) in just measure. But wretched in every work are these who will attempt to do the 

things which are inappropriate because they do not know God who made them, those upon 

whom a flood of anger and wrath will come down as (it did upon) the ungodly in the time when 

the flood of water came and destroyed them. 


